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TRE  salvage  AND  REUSE  OF  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  CONTAIIIERS 


General  Lumber  Situation, 

Tiie  uaers  ana  suppliers  oi  lumber  in  ,1942  v;e..re:  caught  in  a  squeeze  because- 
of  increased  demand  for  lumber  as  a  result  of  the  larger  arriounts  necessery 
for  militcry  uses  and  to  the  decreased  production  rhich  resulted  from  labor 
and  equipr.ient  shortages  and  general  organization  and  replacement  proh le.ri:s . 
As  a  result  of  the  increased  demand,  the  estimated  consumption  of  InjTiber  in 
1"42  --/ent  up  11  percent  over  that  of  1941.    Also  in  1942  the  production  of 
lu'ibor  failed  b'^'"  about  20  porcont  to  equal  consumption.     The  deficit  was 
nade  up  b^-  imports  and  bv  v/ithdravals  from  inventories.     This  drain  u_pon 
supplies  has  nov  depleted  the  stocks  of  lumber  to  about  50  percent  of  normal. 
Considering  the  fact  that  the  irv^ntory  reserve  ri;pres  ..nts  a  vd.de  variety  of 
sizes,  species,  and  grades,   this  sm.alJ.  proportional  stock  represents  a  very 
small  supply  of  individu;;.!  typus  for  emergencies  in  194?'. 

Hy  exercising  the  sevcrost  rcsti-ictions ,  it  is  -estimated  that  apparent  con- 
s^omption  in  194?.  can  bo  1  eld  to  a  littli;  over  31  billion  board  feet,  which 
is  about  25  percent  belov..  the  consum.ption  of  last  voar.    Although  it  is 
possible  to  reduce  .the  lumber  ccvisumption  for  certain  uses  during  1943  from, 
that  of  the  vast  voar,  incrcaoos  for  otii-.r  ijses  v.dll  be  inevitable.  These 
are  chio:'''lv  for  boxes  and  crat.":s  used  as  containers  for  products  shipped 
overseas.     Other  m.i  litai'^^  rc^ui re-^ents ,  such  as  construction,  are  expected 
to  drop.     However,  it  be-  necessary  for  civilian  construction  to  bear  the 

brunt  of  the  major  oortior!  of  the  reduction  in  the  use  of  lumber  in  1943 
bcl  ow  that  of  1942.     In  doing  this  it  m.ay  be  necesso.ry  to  restrict  civi.lian 
construction  this  year  to  about  one-half  that  of  last  year  and  to  about  one- 
third  of  that  of  1941.     This  restriction  would  eliminate  all  but  the  bare 
essentials  of  construction  and  .^riaintenance .     Even  with  this  restricted  use, 
hov-rever,  it  is  poscible  that  labor,  equipm^jnt,   tire  and  replacument  problems 
may  reduce  the  1943  pi-oduction  and  i:,iports  below  the  requirements  of  these 
iranimiuu  esser.tials,  and  thus  make  furth^-r  inroads  upon  the  already  scanty 
lumber  reserves  by  the  end  of  1943.     This  makus  any  program  for  conserving, 
lumber  during  the  current  year  of  vital  importance. 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  Containers 

The  total  estimated  miinim..um  essential  requirements  for  containers  and 
shipping  m.atorial,  such  r.s  boxes,  cr-.ting  and  dunnage,  has  increased  about 
30  percent  for  1943  over  the  cons-.-rption  of  1942.    Most  of  this  incr-^-ase  has 
boon  for  military  shipm.ents.     Some  m.aterials  have  been  forced  to  v;ood  con- 
tainers ae  tr  result  of  the  scarcitv  of  other  package  materials  such  as 
metals.     Other  types  of  supplies  v.ro  ''^ein^  put  in  v.'ooden  packages  in  order 
to  secure  a  m.oro  svibstantial  cort  dnor  ior  overseas  shipping. 
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The  fresh  f nait  and  vegetable  container  pictu!»e  is  somewhat  different  from 
that  for  all  commodities.     These  producers  will  likely  be  able  to  get  along 
with  a  slightly  smaller  quantity  of  wooden  containers  in  1943  than  v/as  the 
case  in  1942.    Assmtiing  1042  packing  practices  and  per-acre  production,  and 
the  1943  goals,  ths  total  niunter  of  board  feet  of  lumber  to  package  the  1943 
crop  would  be  about  one  percent  less  tiian  that  required  in  1942.    This  vdll 
probably  be  further  reduced  through  the  use  of  containers  of'  substitute 
materials  and  limited  shipments  of  products  in  bulk.    Eowever,  these  adlust- 
ments  cannot  be  sufficient  to  offset  possible  shortages  of  container  material, 
increased  container  demands  for  military  shipments,  and  thus  avert  a  tight 
pac'^'ago  situation. 

Used  Containers 

One  method  of  supplementing  the  tight  fruit  and  vegetable  container  situ- 
ation is  by  the  careful  salvaging  and  reuse  of  second-hand  packages.  Every 
salvaged  used  contuinor  nade  available  for  reuse  makes  a  number  of  contribu- 
tions to  the  general  supplv  situation  and  the  war  effort.    One  of  these  is 
the  fact  that  this  contair.or  may  package  a  product  which  mav,  in  an  acute 
container  situation,  not  bo  made  avr-ilable  to  consumers.    Another,  the  use 
of  the  salvaged  package  ^.111  release  to  other  uses  labor  and  equipment  which 
would  be  necessc.rv  to  make  another  nov,-  box  or  basket.     In  addition,  it  v.'ill 
release  such  critical  materials  as  wood  and  metal  to  be  used  in  other  war 
activities.     Considering  the  many  possibilities  of  salvaging  used  containers, 
the  amount  of  this  m.aterirl  is  considerable.     For  instance,  there  are-  enough 
board  foot  of  wood  in  one  thousand  salvaged  apple  boxes  to  crate  an  average 
airplane  for  overseas  shipment.     There  is  enough  metal  in  GO  v-/ire-bound 
orange  boxes  to  supply  the  nails  and  straps  for  crating  a  jeep  for  overseas 
shipment*     One  thousand  ^^^irG-bound  citrus  boxes  have  about  500  pounds  of 
metal.     Thus,  if  a  quarter  of  the  18  million  now  vd re-bound  citrus  boxes 
used  each  year  were  salvaged  and  reused,  it  would  roloase  2,250,000  pounds 
of  metal  to  be  used  for  such  vital  war  activities  as  the  making  of  shells, 
tanks,  and  guns.     This  saving  also  benefits  the  fruit  and  vegetable  growers 
as  difficulties  are  being  experienced  in  securing  supplies  of  vdrc  and 
nails  for  packages. 

Extensive  work  is  already  being  done  in  salvaging  used  containers  in  certain 
of  th^  large  markets.     Detailed  information  is,  of  course,  limited  but  a 
recent  surv':)y  bv  the  Yi/ar  Production  L'oard  indicates  that  approximatelv  25 
percent  of  all  wooden  fruit  and  vegetable  containers  which  are  shipped  into 
'N'^'ew  York  Cit-'r  are  salvaged.     This  varies  greatly  among  the  various  t'''pes  of 
containers,  tha  .percentage  being  very  high  for  such  packages  as  baskets  and 
much  lower  for  nailed  boxes.     This  custom,  seems  to  bo  general.    A  rcpro- 
sentativo  group  of  vegetable  growers  in  the  Chicago  area  recentlv  reported 
that  65  percent  of  their  used  containers  v;ere  baskets,  24  percent  were 
crates,  and  only  11  percent  were  boxes.    Used  or  second-hand  containers  arc 
more  extensively  used  by  growers  in  the  nearby  or  market  garden  areas  than 
in  the  distant  producing  districts  because  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  of 
shipping  used  containers  to  distant ■ producing  centers.    Thus,  crates, 
baskets  and  other  packages  which  are  shipped  into  the  large  consuming 
centers  are  salve.ged  and  sold  to  growers  in  the  nearby  producing  districts 
and  vrsed  by  them  in  marketing  their  products  in  that  particular  uitv  or 
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nearby  centers.     Sorre  estimates  indicate  that  as  much  as  60  percent  of  the 
vegotahle*^  frroV'Ti  in  the  Chjcaro  narVot  .^©.rden  area  are  xnprketed  in  second- 
hand containers.    The  proportion,  of  cource,  becomes  les?  as  the  distance 
fro;,i  the  cit/  incroTS.T5,  bvit  information  r3C6jitly  collected  hv  Cornell 
University  indicater,  that  growers  in  som';  o"^  tho  interior  countii^s  of  ^'.ov 
York  State  are  dcper.dir.g  on  used  containers  for  as  much  as  .'55  percent  of 
their  total  package  requiremt:nts. 

In  the  lar^  ar  citijs  used  containers  are  collected  by  a  number  of  aj^c^ncies. 
Fanner's  who  livo  in  the  n^'arby  districts  collect  a  portion  fror:i  the  retail 
stores  direct.    I'any  peddlers  collect  tho  empty  containers  from  retailers 
and  restaurants.     Second-hand  dealers  or  "junkies"  arranp:e  with  trash 
collectors  to  separate  tho  containers  and  scrap  pieces  from  the  otV-er 
material.     The  lar';'.est  group  collecting  used  containers  consists  of  chain 
stores. 

Used  package  doalcrp  buy  containers  from  the  "junkies",  peddlers,  and  chain 
stores  and  soi't  them  into  tho  various  typos.     Those  dealers  also  repair 
damaged  pack--^gcs  and  remake  others  into  types  more  generally  in  demand.  The 
dealers  resell  these  sorted  and  repaired  packages  to  famers  in  tho  nearby 
districts,  or  to  largo  s'  oond-hand  vmolesalors  v;ho  may  distribute  them  into 
the  market  gaffd^jn  districts  of  adjacent  cities  or  to  other  production  centers. 

As  stated,  the  remaking  of  other  typos  of  containers  from  such  packages  as 
orange  and  apple  boxes  has  becoiiic  an  established  business  in  the  larger 
cities.    From  material  in  these  boxes,  crates  are  made  for  the  packing  of 
such  products  as  cabbage,  beans,  carrots,  onions,  and  other  vegetables. 

Reconditioning,  as  vrell  as  remaking,  is  an  imLpoi'tant  enterprise.  Reclaimed 
pieces  of  containers,  second-hand  nails  and  Tire  are  used  to  repair  do.maged 
hampers,  baskets  or  covers.    A  secord-hand  vl  re  handle,  a  bent  nail  or  tv,'o, 
vlth  a  salvaged  slat,  vdll  many  tim.es  restore  a  useless  d.amc.ged  container  to 
good  condition. 

In  addition  to  collecting,  rem.aking  and  remodeling,  careful  handling  by  all 
dealers  all  along  the  line  to  prevent  needless  damage  is  important.  Many 
parts  of  potentially  good  containers  which  might  bo  used  are  thro^^oi  on 
fjros  in  t.:e  markets  on  cold  m.omings. 

Attention  to  all  of  these  factors  in  regard  to  used  containers  mil  increase 
the  supply  of  fn;lt  and  vegctcblc  pac]:ages  --nd  permit  tho  use  of  material, 
■which  'vYould  othsrvmino  be  required  for  nev;  containers,  to  be  used  for  other  - 
vital  uses.    Therefore,  the  program  v'-lch  is  operating  rather  smoothly  in 
tho  largo  cities  should  be  expanded  and  similar  tvpes-  shaul  d  be  Jevel-opod 
in  the  smaller  centers. 


